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A woman's simplest duty, one would say, is to keep her house clean and 
wholesome and to feed her children properly. Yet if she lives in a tenement 
house, as so many of my neighbors do, she cannot fulfill these simple 
obligations by her own efforts because she is utterly dependent upon the city 
administration for the conditions which render decent living possible. Her 
basement will not be dry, her stairways will not be fireproof, her house will not 
be provided with sufficient windows to give light and air, nor will it be equipped 
with sanitary plumbing, unless the Public Works Department sends inspectors 
who constantly insist that these elementary decencies be provided. Women 
who live in the country sweep their own dooryards and may either feed the 
refuse of the table to a flock of chickens or allow it innocently to decay in the 
open air and sunshine. In a crowded city quarter, however, if the street is not 
cleaned by the city authorities-no amount of private sweeping will keep the 
tenement free from grime; if the garbage is not properly collected and 
destroyed a tenement house mother may see her children sicken and die of 
diseases from which she alone is powerless to shield them, although her 
tenderness and devotion are unbounded. She cannot even secure untainted 
meat for her household, she cannot provide fresh fruit, unless the meat has 
been inspected by city officials, and the decayed fruit, which is so often placed 
upon sale in the tenement districts, has been destroyed in the interests of 
public health. In short, if woman would keep on with her old business of caring 
for her house and rearing her children she will have to have some conscience 
in regard to public affairs lying quite outside of her immediate household. The 
individual conscience and devotion are no longer effective…………………… In 
closing, may I recapitulate that if woman would fulfill her traditional 
responsibility to her own children; if she would educate and protect from 
danger factory children who must find their recreation on the street; if she 
would bring the cultural forces to bear upon our materialistic civilization; and if 
she would do it all with the dignity and directness fitting one who carries on 
her immemorial duties, then she must bring herself to the use of the ballot - 
that latest implement for self-government. May we not fairly say that American 
women need this implement in order to preserve the home? 
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